The By i abi? Cnlfitutip 


of the Preſident and Governors 
of the Hoſpital, founded at 


he ſole Coſis and Charges of 


Thomas Guy, Eh; 
HAT the Cuſtody of the 


Seal of this Corporation, 
be always in the Preſident 
or Treaſurer for the time 


being; 0d two ſuch Members of the 
Court of Committees for the time being, 


as that Court ſhall from time to time 
for that pur poſe, nominate and appoint; 
and that the Seal be kept in an Iron 


Cheſt under three different Locks, to 


each of which there ſhall be one Key 
only; and each of them the ſaid Preſi- 
dent or Treaſurer, and the ſaid two 
Members of the Court of Committees, 


ſhall have one of the ſaid Keys. 


II. That the Election of a Preſident, 
Treaſurer, and Members of Courts of 
Committees of this Corporation, be 
from this time conſtantly by Ballott. 


III. That 
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III. That upon the annual election 
of Committees, each Member or Go- 
vernor of this Corporation then preſent, 
ſhall give in the Names of twenty- 
one Members or Governors, whereof 
ſeven at the leaſt, ſhall not have been 
Members of the Court of Committees 
for the Year then next preceding: And 
if any Lift ſhall not contain twenty- 
one ſuch Names, or ſhall contain more 
than twenty-one ſuch Names, then 
ſuch Liſt ſhall not be accounted or taken 
as a Liſt or Vote for ſuch Election. 


IV. That all future elections of Offi- 
cers of this Houſe by the General- 
Court, and all nominations of Clerks 
to“ Livings, where there are two or 
more Candidates, be by one General 
Ballot; and that ſuch Candidate as has 
the majority on ſuch Ballot, be declared 
duly elected; and that all Queſtions 
ting to ſuch election be likewiſe 
determined by Ballot, if deſired by any 


one Governor. 


3 That no Lands, or other real 
Eſtate, either of Inheritance or for 
Lives, or any terms of Years, which 
have been or ſhall be hereafter purcha- 
ſed by, or come to this Corporation, 
ſhall be fold, aliened, or exchanged, 

without 


" 


T3) 
without the Conſent of a General-Court 
firſt had and obtained for ſuch Sale, 
Alienation, or Exchange ; but this Re- 
ſtraint is not to extend to Leaſes at 
Will, nor to any Leaſes that ſhall be 
made for any term of Years not ex- 
ceeding Sixty-one Years, to. be compu- 
ted from the time of making thereof ; 
nor to Leaſes for Lives, or any number 
of years determinable on Lives, as to 
ſuch Eſtates, which have been or ſhall 
be ſo leaſed before the Purchaſe thereof 
by this Corporation ; nor to exchanges 
of any Lands for Lands of other Per- 
ſons lying intermixed with the Eſtates 
of this Corporation. 


VI. That there ſhall be at all times 
hereafter, four ſtanding Auditors, to 
be choſen and appointed by a General 
Court, for the cxamining and ſtating 
the Accounts of this Corporation, and 
four others annually added to them ; 
which four additional Auditors ſhall 
be choſen by Ballot, at and by the 
annual General Court, to be holden 
according to the Act of Parliament 
erecting this Corporation, for the choice 
of Members of the Court of Commit- 
tees ; and that two, at the leaſt, of ſuch 


additional Auditors, ſhall be Members 
of 
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of the Court of Committees for the 
current Year, 


VII. That the General Audit N 


be yearly, on the twenty- fifth Day of 
March, or within thirty Days after. 


VIII. That the Committees for tak- 
ing Patients into this Hoſpital, and for 
buying and examining the Proviſions 
for the Houſe, ſhall once in every four 
Months, viſit the ſeveral Wards and 
Lunatick Houſe, part of, or belonging 
to the Hoſpital, and view the ſeveral 
Patients therein ; and the Phyſicians, 
Surgeons, Steward, Apothecary, and 
Matron, ſhall attend the ſaid Committee 
on ſuch Viſitations; and the ſaid Com- 
mittee ſhall at ſuch times, at their diſ- 
cretion, give directions to the Steward; 


to remove and diſcharge all ſuch Pati- 


ents as they ſhall find to be cured; and 
alſo all ſuch Patients, (Lunaticks only 
excepted) as are found not to be capable 
of relief by Phyſick or Surgery, ac- 
cording to the Intent and Meaning of 
the laſt Will of Thomas Guy, Eſq; fole 


Founder of this Hoſpital ; which ſaid 


Orders the Steward for the Time being 
ſhall obey, and remove and diſcharge 
ſuch Patients, according to the directions 
of ſuch Committee, 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Prefixed to a Copy of the laſt Will and Teſtament 
of Tuomas Guy, Esg., Publiſhed by the 


GovERNoRs of Guy's HosPITAL, A. D. 1732. 


The Governors of Mr. Guy's Hoſpital having been 
cenſured as afting contrary to the intention of the 
Founder, by diſcharging perſons from the benefit of 
his Charity, becauſe they were incurable ; they think 

t neceſſary to juſtify themſelves: and to this end 
they have re-printed his Will, which alone might be 
Sufficient to remove this miſtake, his intention being 


therem very plainly expreſſed and declared. 


He himſelf apprehended, and his ſuſpicions 
were confirmed by thoſe he conſulted, that the 
word Incurable, was of too large and indefinite 
a ſignification. 

And, indeed, people generally underſtood by it, 
Such as laboured under diſtempers, loſs of limbs, 
blindneſs, and other natural or accidental deformities 
and even age itſelf. And if taken in ſuich an 
extensive ſenſe, his Hospital muſt ſoon have become 
an Almſhouſe, into which (to uſe his own words ) 
Pariſhes as well as particular perſons, would ſhift 


* 


off from themſelves the burden of their dependents 
and indigent relations, to be provided for during 


their lives; which he foreſaw, and often ſpoke of 


with great concern to ſeveral of his executors and 
other perſons yet living, and accordingly has 


deſcribed the perſons for whoſe relief he deſigned his 
Hoſpital, to ſuch as are *thought capable of relief 


by Phyſic or Surgery, and has submitted the 
several ſpecies-or kinds of ſick perſons deemed 
or called Incurables, and allo the time of 
continuing them in his Hoſpital to the Diſcretion 
and Pleaſure of his Truſtees. 


Beſides this miſtake about the conduct of the 
Truſtees, there have been attempts to defame the 


Memory of the Worthy and Charitable Founder 


himſelf, as doing no good in his life-time, but 
heaping up a great Eſiate with an oſtentatious 
deſign of founding an Hoſpital at his death. Facts 


best anſwer ſuch invidious ſuggeſtions. 


Many of his poor though diſtant relations, had 
Stated allowances from him of Ten or Twenty 
Pounds a year, and occaſionally larger ſums, to two 


f them he gave Five Hundred Pounds apiece to 


advance them in the world. 


He has ſeveral times given Fifty Pounds for 
diſcharging inſolvent Debtors. He has readily 
given a Hundred Pounds at a time on application 
to im on b of a diſtreſſed Family. 


Vid. Will p. 38, 39, 40. 


Theſe are some of his good deeds which are 
come to light ſince his death, from which every one 
muſt be convinced that his private acts of charity 
were many and great; and from their ſecrecy that 
they flowed from a right principle. 


Some of has more public benefactions were 
as follows :— 


Early in life he began the erection of an 
Almſhouſe at Tamworth, for fourteen poor people, 
and maintained them to the time of has death, and 
then endowed it for ever. 


He contributed One Hundred Pounds in the 
year 1709, to the Brief for the poor Palatines, and 
the like ſum to St. Thomas's Hoſpital on account of 
the admiſſion of a great many of thoſe among them 
who were ſick and diſabled. 


When he met with ſuch diſeaſed and friendleſs 
objefts as wanted the help of an Hospital, he uſed 
to ſend them to St. Thomas's with directions to the 
Steward to ſupply them at his expence with cloaths 
and ſuch other neceſſaries as are not provided by 
the Hospital. 


Siæteen years before his death he built and 
furniſhed Three Wards in St. Thomas's Hospital for 
the reception of Siæty four Patients. He re- built 
two large houſes at the front of it, and adorned 
the entrance between them, which together coſt 
him between Two and Three Thouſand Pounds. 


He gave One Hundred Pounds a year to that 
Hoſpital for eleven years ſucceſſively, till he began to 
build his own, which he lived to ſee almoſt finiſhed, 
and coſt him about Fourteen Thouſand Pounds. 


From theſe. inſtances, it is eaſy to judge, on 
which fide Charity has been wanting. 


